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Memorandum of Support

Re: 
A01015; S1925
To:  

Members, New York State Legislators: 
This legislation is an act to amend the education law, in relation to the abolition of citizenship requirements for licensure in certain professions.
This legislation eliminates the licensure requirement of citizenship or permanent residence where such requirement presently exists in the professions of certified shorthand reporting, chiropractic, dental hygiene and dentistry, landscape architecture, land surveying, massage, medicine midwifery, pharmacy, professional engineering, veterinary medicine and veterinary technology.  
This legislation would amend subdivision 6 of section 6524, 6554, 6604, 6609, 6704, 6711, 6805, 6955, 7206, 7206-1, 7324, 7504 and subdivision 5 of section 7804 of the Education Law.  Thirteen of the 39 credentialed professions regulated by the State Education Department maintain a requirement of citizenship or the immigration status of permanent residence in the US.  Citizenship has no bearing on professional competency and is arbitrarily applied to only 13 of the 39 credentialed professions regulated by the NYS Education Department.  This requirement creates a barrier to professional mobility for both interstate and international mobility and limits minority access and poses complications for academic and/or clinical appointments in NYS institutions.  
The New York State Council of Health-system Pharmacists strongly supports this legislation and urges prompt enactment.
